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"THE NEW ERA AT NORMAL"

FIRST DRAFT:

NOVEMBER 31, 1996

CLIENT:

David Mathis
Founders Day Committee

Jeffrey T. Payne
Writer/ Producer
Instructional Technology Services
Television Production
Campus Box 6400
Illinois State University
Normal, IL 61790-6400
Office 309-438-2803
FAX 309-438-2321

"THE NEW ERA AT NORMAL"
FADE IN :
MUSIC CD#
1

TRACK

GRAPHIC: June 16, 1862
DISSOLVE TO:

2

VIDEO:

HOVEY'S LETTER OF RESIGNATION
CHARACTER READ(v.o.)
Headquarters, Second Brigade
First Division AS W
Camp near Batesville Arkansas
Pres. Moulton
Dear Sir: It will be entirely
impossible, with my plans for
the future for me to again
assume duties in the Normal
University; I beg you tender
to the Board over which you
preside, my grateful
acknowledgments of the
thousand kindnesses which they
e x tended to the first
Principal of the University . I
am very truly
Your obedient servant
C.E. Hovey
DISSOLVE TO:

3

GRAPHIC:

June 26, 1862
DISSOLVE TO:

1

4

VIDEO:

EDWARD'S LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE
CHARACTER READ (v.o.)
Bloomington, June 26, 1862.
Dr. GowdyDear Sir: In reply to your
note today, I answer that I
cheerfully accept the
appointment you have done me
the honor to tender me; and I
invoke the cooperation of the
Board, in my attempts, feeble
though they may be, to make
this school what it ought to
be, the best normal school on
the continent.
Very respectfully
Richard Edwards
DISSOLVE TO:

5

GRAPHIC:

6

VIDEO:

The New Era At Normal
1862
DISSOLVE TO:
RICHARD EDWARDS PORTRAIT
NARRATOR (v. o. )
Richard Edwards, the father of
six young children, had
previously been Principal of
the St. Louis Normal and High
School. He was well known
throughout Illinois and was a
provocative and forceful
speaker.
DISSOLVE TO:

7

VIDEO:

EDWARDS TEACHING CLASS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Originally hired as teacher of
mathematics, Edwards came to
Normal University with the
assurance that he would be
made principal.
DISSOLVE TO:

2

8

VIDEO:

PERKINS BASS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
When temporary principal
Perkins Bass announced he was
returning to his law practice
in Chicago, the principalship
became vacant .
DISSOLVE TO:

9

VIDEO:

BOARD ELECTING EDWARDS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
The board elected Richard
Edwards by a unanimous vote
June 25, 1862 .
DISSOLVE TO:

10

VIDEO:

BRIDGEWATER SCHOOL
NARRATOR(v.o . cont'd)
Edwards was a 1846 graduate of
the prestigious Massachusetts
State Normal School in
Bridgewater.
DISSOLVE TO:

11

VIDEO:

NICHOLAS TILLINGHAST PORTRAIT
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
He studied under the tutelage
of West Point graduate
Nicholas Tillinghast.
DISSOLVE TO:

12

VIDEO:

RENSSELAER AT TROY
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Not content with his Normal
school diploma, Edwards
received a Bachelor of Science
degree in civil engineering
from Rensselaer at Troy, New
York in 1847.
DISSOLVE TO:

3

12

VIDEO:

BOSTON WATER WORKS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
He worked for a while as an
assistant engineer on the
Boston Water Works.
But his
first love was teaching.
DISSOLVE TO:

12

VIDEO:

TILLINGHAST PORTRAIT
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Edwards believed that
Tillinghast had it right when
he wrote;
CHARACTER READ(v.o.)
"My idea of a Normal school is
that it should have a term of
four years; and that those
studies should be pursued that
shall lay a foundation upon
which to build an education.
The teacher should be trained
to be above his textbook.
Whatever has been done in
teaching in all countries,
different methods, the thought
of the best minds on the
sciences and the art of
instruction should be laid
before the neophyte teacher.
In a proper normal school
there should be departments
and the ablest men should be
put over them."
DISSOLVE TO:

13

VIDEO:

OLD MAIN
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Principal Richard Edwards was
now ready to put his mentor's
beliefs into practice. His
goal and vision was to make
the University the best normal
school on the continent.
DISSOLVE TO:
4

14

VIDEO :

FACULTY PORTRAIT
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
He began his administration
with his usual energy and
precision. He sought to
implement the pro gram by
hiring staff instructors that
were tried and true.
He
surrounded himself with
remarkably capable men and
women.
DISSOLVE TO:

15

VIDEO:

THOMAS METCALF PORTRAIT
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
His first appointment was his
old friend and former
associate in the St . Louis
High School -Thomas Metcalf.
He was employed to teach
mathematics, arithmetic
methods, and phonics.
DISSOLVE TO:

16

VIDEO :

METCALF TEACHING IN CLASS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Metcalf, at age 36, was a
scholar and a handsome
gentleman, meticulous in dress
and precise in speech. The
e x acting requirements of his
class work made a profound
impression upon all who were
privileged to sit under his
instruction.
DISSOLVE TO:

5

17

VIDEO:

METCALF AT BOARD IN CLASSROOM
CHARACTER READ(v.o.)
"I'll never forget the
enthusiastic delight with
which he dug out the
mathematical "nuggets", as he
aptly called them, or the
appreciative approval with
which he greeted the faintest
spark of originality. How
scrupulously tidy he was in
all of his mechanical
manipulations and how snug and
accurate in his thinking! He
was so faultless and delicate
in his manner; so elegant and
chaste in his diction, and,
withal, so sympathetic with
the crudeness and lack of
culture of his pupils, that he
was singularly potent in
shaping their lives."
John Williston Cook, Class of
1865.
DISSOLVE TO:

18

VIDEO:

ALBERT STETSON PORTRAIT
NARRATOR (v. o. )
Albert Stetson, a high school
principal of Provincetown,
Massachusetts was employed to
teach language and composition
and Latin. Stetson was a
student at Antioch in the days
of Horace Mann and a graduate
of Harvard.
DISSOLVE TO:

6

19

VIDEO:

STETSON'S FACE
CHARACTER READ(v.o.)
"He was a wiry, nervous,
energetic young man of thirty,
and with a complexion
suggesting plenty of fire and
steam. He was polished,
precise, and so highly
irascible that he kept a palm
leaf fan on his desk to cool
his temper when his
indignation had been aroused."
George W. Colvin, Class of
1864.
DISSOLVE TO:

20

VIDEO:

MARGARET OSBAND PORTRAIT
NARRATOR (v. o. )
Margaret Osband taught drawing
in addition to grammar and had
other duties which earned for
her the title of "Preceptress"
DISSOLVE TO:

21

VIDEO:

MISS OSBAND TEACHING IN CLASS
CHARACTER READ(v.o.)
"Miss Osband, was a lovely
young woman of strong moral
character.
She inducted the
Normal freshman into the
mysteries of Mulligan's
grammar.
She taught her young
students just across the hall
from Professor Stetson's
language class. What more
natural than what happened.
Some two years later she
became Mrs. Albert Stetson.
Lyman B. Kellog, Class of
1864.
DISSOLVE TO:

7

22

VIDEO:

EDWIN C. HEWITT PORTRAIT
NARRATOR (v. o. )
Only two of Hovey's original
faculty remained.
Edwin C.
Hewitt, a former pupil of
Edwards in St. Louis, taught
geography and history .
DISSOLVE TO:

23

VIDEO:

HEWITT STANDING IN FRONT OF CLASS
CHARACTER READ(v.o.)
"Mr. Hewitt did not posses a
commanding personal
appearance.
He was of slight
figure, rarely weighing more
than 120 pounds . Although his
figure was slight, it was
extremely symmetrical, and
always suggestive of great
intellectual alertness and
vigor.
He had the most
unmistakable intellectual
honesty I've ever witnessed.
There was nothing vague or
uncertain about him or his
methods. He was on the hunt
for truth."
Harriet M. Case,
Class of
1866.
DISSOLVE TO:

24

VIDEO:

JOSEPH ADDISON SEWELL PORTRAIT
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Joseph Addison Sewell, a
medical doctor and Harvard
graduate, taught the sciences
of botany and physiology.
DISSOLVE TO:

8

25

VIDEO:

SEWELL TEACHING IN FRONT OF CLASS
CHARACTER READ(v.o.)
"Dr. Sewell first of all was a
thinker. The reflective habit
was as natural to him as
breathing . I would also
describe him as a man who
illustrates . Few men I have
ever known could equal him in
making a concept clear if it
was capable of concrete
treatment. He was also one of
the very early teachers of
botany who believed in
studying the plants themselves
in order to find out about
them. He often quoted the
injunction from the Sermon on
The Mount, "Consider the
lilies of the field, how they
grow," with his particular
emphasis on the last three
words."
Philo Asbern Clark, Class of
1866.
DISSOLVE TO:

26

VIDEO:

CHARLES F. CHILDS PORTRAIT
NARRATOR (v . o. )
The Model School was run by
Charles F. Childs, in charge
of the high school and ...
DISSOLVE TO :

27

VIDEO:

LIVONIA KETCHAM
NARRATOR(v.o . cont'd)
Livonia Ketcham, formerly of
the Foster School of Chicago,
monitored the primary
department .
DISSOLVE TO:

9

28

VIDEO:

MODEL SCHOOL
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
The Model School was Edwards'
particular pride. He regarded
a strong model school as
essential in giving students
an opportunity for practice in
teaching.
DISSOLVE TO:

29

VIDEO:

STUDENTS TEACHING IN MODEL SCHOOL
NARRATOR(v . o. cont'd)
The course of study in the
Model School embraced every
grade from primary through
high school. At the beginning
of each term Edwards
designated those students in
the upper classes, that he
felt were qualified, for
practice in the Model School.
DISSOLVE TO:

30

VIDEO:

PUPIL TEACHER IN CLASS
NARRATOR(v.o . cont'd)
One class for one hour a day
was assigned to each student
for a term, and the "pupil
teacher" was held responsible
for the progress of their
class.
DISSOLVE TO:

31

VIDEO:

CLOSE UP OF PUPIL TEACHER
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
The teacher was observed by
the principal and other
teachers, who gave suggestions
for improvement.
DISSOLVE TO:

10

32

VIDEO:

TEACHER IN FRONT OF CLASS DURING DRILLS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
From time to time the class,
under it's "pupil teacher"
would be called upon to go
through an exercise before the
faculty and other pupil
teachers.
DISSOLVE TO:

33

VIDEO:

PUPIL TEACHER AND FACULTY IN CRITIQUE SESSION
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
After the students were
dismissed, the manner and
methods of the instructor were
freely discussed by all
present and merits and defects
noted. Principles of pedagogy
were set forth, illustrated,
and fixed in the minds of the
students.
DISSOLVE TO:

34

VIDEO:

FULL MODEL SCHOOL CLASSROOM
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
The community liked the Model
School, and in the fall of
1862 enrollment had increased
from 80 to 150 pupils.
DISSOLVE TO:

35

VIDEO:

OLD MAIN WITH STUDENTS OUT FRONT
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
The university now enrolled
138.
DISSOLVE TO:

11

36

VIDEO:

PROFESSOR IN FRONT OF CLASS TEACHING
NARRATOR(v . o . cont'd)
Edwards demanded logic, proof ,
and accuracy in teaching.
He
would not abide idleness,
deception or neglect of duty.
He believed that teachers
functioned by e x ample as well
as precept, and to that end he
insisted on rigid discipline
of both faculty and the
student body .
DISSOLVE TO:

37

VIDEO:

HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN
"One day shortly after Edwards
began his work as Principal at
the University he decided to
investigate why some of the
young women had not reported
to class. He found them
drying their skirts and feet,
which had become wet from
walking through the mud and
slush from Bloomington.
Quickly Sue Pike challenged,
"Give us a day off and we'll
raise enough to build a
sidewalk." To her surprise
Edwards replied, "I'll do it."
Sue Pike and Harriet Dunn
promptly entered upon a
canvass of the business men of
Bloomington and in one day
obtained ninety-five dollars
in cash and contributions in
lumber. On the following
Saturday, the men of the
University aided by a few
Bloomington men, completed the
sidewalk.
It was only two
boards in width and much of
the lumber was still green.
Edwards asked Miss Pike why
she got lumber that was green.
"Because, " she replied, "in
contracting it will shorten
the distance between
Bloomington and Normal."
DISSOLVE TO:
12

38

VIDEO:

LAWN AROUND BUILDING
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Hard pressed for funds to care
for the vast lawn about the
building the Board instructed
Edwards to have the yard resurveyed and to assign each
student a portion to keep in
order.
DISSOLVE TO:

39

VIDEO:

GYMNASTICS CLASS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
With the Edwards regime came a
new improvement, "free
gymnastics" accompanied by
music. The musical
accompaniment had the
advantage of giving precision
to movement, relaxing the
mind, and adding to the
interest and enjoyment of the
exercises.
Edwards believed
the general vigor and good
health throughout the
University was attributed in
part to his system of
exercises.
DISSOLVE TO:

40

VIDEO:

CURRICULUM LISTINGS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
With the curriculum built so
closely after Edward's own
ideas, he had no changes to
suggest; nor was it altered
materially during the fourteen
years of his administration.
DISSOLVE TO:

13

41

VIDEO:

STUDENTS IN CLASS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont ' d)
Science courses, reading and
criticism were given greatest
emphasis . The three years of
c ourses concentrated on a
review of the elementary
subjects, the methods of
teaching and the administering
of schools.
DISSOLVE TO:

42

VIDEO:

EDWARDS WITH STUDENTS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Edwards made it clear that he
considered discipline and
proper behavior of students at
all times essential to the
"great moral purposes of the
University".
DISSOLVE TO:

43

VIDEO:

STUDENTS IN LIVING QUARTERS
"Rules were established
regulating the hours students
were to keep. Young men and
women, during the first years
of the school, roomed at the
same house, sat on the same
porch and studied under the
same harvest moon; but we were
expected to be in our own
rooms at 7 p.m. in winter and
at 7:30 p.m. during other
seasons- except on weekends.
Saturday curfew was at 10 p.m.
and Sunday at 9 p.m. There
were no extra-curricular
activities at night except the
literary societies held on
Saturday nights; we were
expected to do our studying at
home."
Henry McCormick,
Class of
1868.
DISSOLVE TO:
14

44

VIDEO:

EDWARDS AT HIS DESK IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Student who violated the rules
were asked to explain the
matter to the president.
Edwards had a desk in the
assembly hall, and held a
little court, calling up one
at a time those who for one
reason or another had been
reported by the faculty for
violations.
DISSOLVE TO:

45

VIDEO:

STUDENTS IN NORMAL HALL
CHARACTER READ(v.o.)
"There were rules of conduct
at the school as well. During
school hours all students when
not in classes were expected
to be in the library or Normal
Hall.
They could not go to
their rooms between recitation
or visit on the stairs or in
the halls. Never were they to
be seen on the streets during
school hours."
Henry McCormick,
Class of
1868.
DISSOLVE TO:

46

VIDEO:

TEACHERS IN FRONT OF CLASS
NARRATOR (v. o. )
Edwards was so enthusiastic
himself that every one of his
pupils felt "woe is me, if I
do not teach." In his
masterly way he pointed out
the real possibilities for
bettering humanity that were
open to the teacher.
DISSOLVE TO:

15

47

VIDEO:

PRESIDENT EDWARDS
CHARACTER READ (v.o.)
"A teacher, must be animated
by a higher motive than a
mercenary one.
He must teach
because he loves to teach;
because he looks upon teaching
as a noble, holy employment."
DISSOLVE TO :

48

VIDEO : NEWSPAPER HEADLINES OF LINCOLN ASSASSINATION
NARRATOR (v . o.)
On Saturday, April 15, 1865,
six weeks before Commencement,
the nation was shocked by the
news of the assassination of
President Lincoln.
He was
attorney for the school when
it was founded, and was
personally known to most of
the students and faculty.
DISSOLVE TO:

49

VIDEO:

MEETING IN GREAT HALL
NARRATOR(v . o. cont'd)
The University and the
community joined in mourning.
On April 19, a memorial
service was held in the great
hall. President Edwards
delivered the address on " The
Life and Character of Abraham
Lincoln".
DISSOLVE TO:

50

VIDEO:

LINCOLN'S FUNERAL TRAIN
NARRATOR(v.o . cont'd)
Two weeks later when the
funeral train approached the
University at four forty-five
in the morning , it passed
under a large memorial arch
erected by students and
faculty.
DISSOLVE TO:
16

51

VIDEO:

MEMORIAL EVERGREEN
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
At the University, a memorial
evergreen was planted in front
of the Normal Building just
south of the carriage drive.
DISSOLVE TO:

52

VIDEO:

BUST OF LINCOLN
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
As its gift to the school the
class of 1865 left a bust of
Lincoln.
DISSOLVE TO:

53

VIDEO:

EDWARDS AT BOARD MEETING
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
With the Civil War winding
down, President Edwards
believed that the state should
now give serious attention to
teacher training and provide
the Normal University with
some facilities that had long
been needed.
He lamented at a
Board meeting the poor
quarters and food available to
students.
DISSOLVE TO:

54

VIDEO:

PANORAMIC VIEW OF NORMAL
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
The school was a long two-mile
walk from North Bloomington.
There were only about a dozen
houses in the vicinity of the
school and not over thirty in
the area designated North
Bloomington. The Principal and
faculty provided housing for
about 100 students and were
quite inadequate for the needs
of the growing University.
DISSOLVE TO:

17

55

VIDEO:

HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN
"Edwards did not feel he could
keep on indefinitely asking
new faculty to build houses
large enough to provide
student lodging.
On June 22,
1865 he proposed to the Board
that a building capable of
accommodating 150 students be
erected by the state and
furnished with approved
cooking apparatus, with
sleeping, bathing, and study
rooms. He also suggested a
gymnasium be included and
parlors for receiving
company."
DISSOLVE TO:

56

VIDEO:

PAPER BY MISS OSBAND
NARRATOR (v. o. )
He reinforce his appeal with a
paper written by Miss Osband,
the preceptress. Citing the
high cost of living in North
Bloomington, room and board
often being as much as five
dollars a week, she dwelt at
length on the cultural,
social, and health benefits
from living a carefully
supervised dormitory.
DISSOLVE TO:

57

VIDEO:

HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN
"She described vividly the
students carrying coal up to
three flights of stairs,
storing, cooking, and eating
food in the dame room where
they studied and slept. As
many as four occupying a room
furnished with odds and ends
brought from home, rickety
bedsteads with straw ticks,
soiled bedding, inadequate
lighting, ventilation, and
closet space for clothing."
DISSOLVE TO:
18

58

VIDEO :

BOARD MEETING NOTES
NARRATOR(v.o . cont'd)
Although painting a dismal
picture for the Legislature,
no dormitory was forth coming.
They did vote $3,000 to
beautify the campus . $500 for
repairs and $2,500 for the
Natural History museum.
DISSOLVE TO:

59

VIDEO:

OLD MAIN
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Already the building had begun
to show signs of wear and tear
and the weakness of the
construction that was to
plague it for the rest of its
existence.
The indoor toilets
that marked the building as
very modern when it opened in
1860 proved unsatisfactory,
and the Board ruled that they
should be removed from the
building during the summer
vacation and proper out-houses
be erected.
DISSOLVE TO:

60

VIDEO:

NEWSPAPER STORY ON INDUSTRIAL UNIVERSITY

NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
High hopes of expanding the
nature and function of the
University came in 1867, when
it was proposed the State of
Illinois avail itself of the
provisions of the Morrill Act
of 1862 and establish an
industrial university .
DISSOLVE TO:

19

61

VIDEO:

JESSE FELL PORTRAIT
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Jesse Fell, who had always
dreamed of an ideal education
system emanating from a great
university in which the Normal
University would be a major
department, took up his
familiar subscriptions. Over
a half a million dollars was
quickly subscribed and a site
of 140 acres was offered.
DISSOLVE TO:

62

VIDEO:

HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN
"Fell heard there would be
strong competition from
Champaign County. He
organized a party to go to
Springfield to lobby for the
location at Bloomington.
Urbana, especially to plead
its cause, had elected to the
Legislature the powerful and
persuasive Clark R. Riggs. He
promptly introduced a bill
definitely locating the
institution at Urbana.
Competition was thus
eliminated and it was
understood if the legislature
did not act at this term the
State would lose out as a
beneficiary of the land grant
act."
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VIDEO:

HEADLINES OF EVENTS
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
There were rumblings of
discontent and rumors of
scandal and bribery of
legislators.
Fell would have
no part in anything that
savored of underhandedness.
DISSOLVE TO:
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VIDEO:

OLD MAIN
NARRATOR(v.o . cont'd)
In the end Urbana won the
location and Illinois State
Normal University dedicated
its future solely to the
training of teachers. It was
indeed the beginning of a new
era.
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